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Sunday at 9:15am 
Saint Alexander 

Saturday Vigil at 4pm 
(Preceded by Confessions at 3pm) 

Saint Mary of the Bay 

Sunday at 8am, 10:30am and 6pm 
Saint Mary of the Bay 

Monday-Friday 8am 
Saint Mary of the Bay 

Holy Days as Announced 
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Nancy Urban, Trustee 
John Saviano, Trustee 

Patricia Dugan, Auditor 
John Flynn, Auditor 

January 1, 2023 Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
As we gather on this New Year’s Day to honor our 
Blessed Mother, I offer a reflection written by Colleen 
Jurkiewicz Dorman: 
 
“What was my first word? Who was there when I was 
born? When did I start to walk? Which toys did I play 
with? What made me cry when I was a baby?”  
 
My oldest has reached the age where she has started to 
ask questions like this. As she grows up, she is realizing 
that, in order to understand the world around her, she 
must first understand herself. This makes her insatiably 
curious about her own identity, her history — her “origin 
story,” as they say in the movies. 
 
I’ve got most of it documented either in writing or in 
photos, but even if it’s a detail that wasn’t scribbled in a 
baby book or saved to my digital cloud, it’s a memory that 
I can quickly summon and make real for her as we snuggle 
and talk about who she was, who she is, and who she may 
become. 
 
I’m the mom. I have kept all of these things in my heart. 
 
The Blessed Mother knew more about God before opening 
a book than most of us could discover after a lifetime of 
study and prayer. There is no one whose knowledge of 
Christ was so intimate, so deep, so simultaneously 
ordinary and extraordinary, as the human woman who 
bore him, birthed him, nursed him, raised him and 
eventually gave him up. 
 
In the way that I can tell my daughter everything there is 
to know about the part of her life she cannot recall, Mary 
can tell us everything we need to know about Christ. All we 
have to do is ask. “Mary kept all of these things in her 
heart.” — Luke 2:19 
 
May we learn from Mary what it means to keep the 
mysteries of Christ and to treasure them in our hearts, 
repeatedly pondering them as we would cherished 
memories of our loved ones. And perhaps we could ask 
Mary’s help in keeping our New Year’s resolutions! I 
know I need extra help in that department! 
 
Until next week, 

Padre’s Ponderings 



 Mass Intentions  
 

January 1, 2023 
 

9:15am: Anthony Urban & 
Matthew & Josephine Taranowicz 

Requested by Nancy Urban 
 

January 8, 2023 
 

9:15am: Norman Lunde 
 

 Upcoming Events  

 Living the Scriptures  

 
Today’s Readings: 

 
Nm 6:22-27/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6, 8 (2a)/Gal 4:4-7/ 

Lk 2:16-21  
 
From today’s First Reading: 
“So shall they invoke my name upon the Israelites, and I 
will bless them.” (Nm 6:27) 
Consider: This priestly prayer was originally for the 
ancient Israelites who dedicated themselves to the 
Lord in the time of Moses. The prayer is filled with 
the hope of God’s blessing, generosity, kindness, 
and peace. Which part of this prayer (God’s 
blessing, generosity, kindness, or peace) do you 
most need this week?  
 
From today’s Second Reading: 
When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, 
born of a woman. (Gal 4:4) 
Consider: Paul teaches “the fullness of time had 
come” in Mary’s birth of Jesus in that all believers 
are now “heir” (adopted sons and daughters) to 
God’s promises made to Israel. Have you ever been 
“heir” to something from your family?  
 
From today’s Gospel: 
The shepherds went in haste to Bethlehem and found 
Mary and Joseph, and the infant lying in the manger. (Lk 
2:16) 
Consider: Luke teaches us that Mary — even as a 
young woman — reflected in her heart the events 
she was experiencing with her newborn son, Jesus. 
How often do you pray and reflect on events within 
your own life or in the life of others? 


