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December 11, 2022 Third Sunday of Advent 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
As we enter the second half of Advent, I know that 
things will be getting busier and busier. I hope that 
you’ll take some time to recharge and refresh at 
Theology Uncorked this coming Tuesday at 6:30pm 
in the lower hall of Saint Mary of the Bay. I’m excited 
to be welcoming Ed Sirois—a longtime educator and 
colleague—who will offer a presentation on the Bible. 
It’s my experience that many Catholics are intimidated 
by the Bible. That’s particularly unfortunate since the 
Second Vatican Council, following the earlier teaching 
of the 20th century popes, called for a renewed and 
serious engagement with the scriptures on the part of 
Catholics. One of the fruits of that call was the 
expansion of scriptural selections to be proclaimed at 
Mass, but the Bible should have a worthy place in 
every Catholic home, whether in study or in prayer 
and devotion. Hopefully Ed’s talk on Tuesday will give 
us another reason to pick up our Bibles again and 
encounter the Word-made-flesh in the words of 
scripture. And, as always, there will be plenty of wine 
and cheese and other snacks! 
 
You are also welcome to join us on Wednesday night 
at 7pm, right here in Saint Alexander Church, for our 
monthly traditional Eucharistic Holy Hour. These 
evenings of prayer, spent in the presence of Jesus, are 
always peaceful and refreshing. What better way to 
brace yourself for the upcoming holiday hustle and 
bustle than to spend some time in the presence of the 
Blessed Sacrament?  
 
Lastly, as we approach the end of the calendar year, it 
is important that we remain committed to entering 
2023 on sound financial footing. As you will see on the 
reverse, our October Stewardship Report is not 
encouraging. Please consider making an end-of-year 
gift to Saint Alexander Church to ensure that we will 
be able to continue to meet our expenses. I do not ask 
lightly, as everyone is feeling the pinch of inflation. 
And I know that many of you give back to our 
community in other ways. I am grateful for all forms of 
support, truly. But if you are in a position to do so, 
please prayerfully consider making an end-of-year 
gift. 
 
And I hope you came prepared to buy some jelly! We’ll 
see you downstairs after Mass today and next Sunday. 
 
Until next week, 

Padre’s Ponderings 



 Mass Intentions  
 

December 11, 2022 
9am: Brett Stephens 

 
December 18, 2022 

9am: Jennie & Sam Proto 
Requested by Jean & Jim Baxter 

Michael Dziedzic 
Requested by his cousins 

 

 October Stewardship Report  
 

Regular Offertory: $2,909.00 
Maintenance: $1,717.00 

All Saints & All Souls: $329.00 
Priests’ Retirement Collection: $155.00 

 
Thank you for your generosity. 

 Living the Scriptures  

 
Today’s Readings: 

 
Is 35:1-6a, 10/Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10/Jas 5:7-10/ 

Mt 11:2-11 
 

From today’s First Reading: 
Be strong, fear not! Here is your God, he comes with 
vindication; with divine recompense he comes to save 
you. (Is 35:4) 
Consider: Isaiah encouraged his community to “be 
strong, do not fear!” since God has planned a future 
restoration of both the land and the people. Who in 
your life needs to hear words of encouragement 
and support right now?   
 
From today’s Second Reading: 
Make your hearts firm, because the coming of the Lord is 
at hand. (Jas 5:7) 
Consider: James urges his community to be patient 
and non-judgmental with each other as we wait for 
the coming of the Lord. In what ways is this a 
challenge for you this Advent season?    
 
From today’s Gospel: 
When John the Baptist heard in prison of the works of the 
Christ, he sent his disciples to Jesus with this question, 
“Are you the one who is to come, or should we look for 
another?” (Mt 3:1-2) 
Consider: In today’s reading, Matthew offers a 
glimpse into the personal relationship between 
Jesus and John the Baptist. Jesus has great respect 
for John yet counts him “least” in the kingdom of 
heaven. What do you think this tells us about those 
in the kingdom of heaven? 


