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Sunday at 9am 
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December 18, 2022 Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Dear Parishioners, 
 
Many thanks to all those who came to our events this 
past week: Theology Uncorked and the Monthly Holy 
Hour. It is always so reassuring to see members of both 
Saint Mary of the Bay and Saint Alexander worshiping 
together, learning together and building community 
together. I look forward to many more opportunities like 
that in the future. 
 
Thanks to those who supported last weekend’s jelly sale. 
Linda has really created some interesting and delicious 
new flavors this year! If you didn't have a chance to 
come downstairs last week, please do so today. It’ll be 
your last chance to get a few extra stocking stuffers. All 
proceeds will go to the support of Saint Alexander. And 
thank you, Linda, for sharing so generously your talents 
with the parish community. 
 
Looking ahead to next week, we are very happy to be 
welcoming Fr. John Brannigan of the Columban Fathers 
to celebrate our Christmas Eve Mass at 4pm here in Saint 
Alexander. Fr. John had spent many years as a 
missionary before assuming leadership of the Columban 
community in Bristol. A native of Ireland, his stories 
from his experience as a missionary have always 
captivated and he is an energetic presider at liturgy. I 
know you'll welcome him warmly, as I’ll be celebrating 
the 4pm at Saint Mary of the Bay. On Christmas morning, 
I will be celebrating the 9am Mass at Saint Alexander. It 
will be my first Christmas as your parish priest, and I 
know that one of the gifts I will be grateful for that day is 
the opportunity to serve such a committed community of 
believers.  
 
Would you do me one favor this week? Take a moment—
amid all of the hustle and bustle!—to think of someone 
to invite to either of our Christmas Masses. Perhaps it’s 
someone who has given up on the Church, or someone 
who just fell out of the habit of coming after the 
pandemic. Whoever it is and whatever their reasons are 
for not coming in the past, all are welcome this 
Christmas. Please extend the invitation! 
 
And I hope you’ll find some time this week to stay 
focused on Jesus, the real reason for this season. 
 
Until next week, 

Padre’s Ponderings 



 Mass Intentions  
 

December 18, 2022 
9am: Jennie & Sam Proto 

Requested by Jean & Jim Baxter 
Michael Dziedzic 

Requested by his cousins 
 

December 25, 2022 
9am: The Deceased Members of the  

Lamarca Family 
 

 Upcoming Events  

 Living the Scriptures  

 
Today’s Readings: 

 
Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [7c, 10b]/Rom 1:1-7/ 

Mt 1:18-24  
 

From today’s First Reading: 
Therefore the Lord himself will give you this sign: the 
virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall name him 
Emmanuel.  (Is 7:3-4) 
Consider: Isiah prophecies to King Ahaz of Judah the 
coming birth of Emmanuel, meaning “with us is 
God.” When do you feel God’s presence in your life? 
 
From today’s Second Reading: 
The gospel about his Son, descended from David 
according to the flesh, but established as Son of God in 
power. (Rom 1:15) 
Consider: Written about twenty years after the 
death and resurrection of Jesus, Paul’s opening 
words in his Letter to the Romans provides one of 
the earliest testimonies to the divinity of Jesus 
Christ. And now as believers, Paul tells us we are 
“called to be holy.” How has this season of Advent 
help you develop holiness?  
 
From today’s Gospel: 
The angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and 
said, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary 
your wife into your home. For it is through the Holy Spirit 
that this child has been conceived in her. (Mt 1:20) 
Consider: In recounting the birth of Jesus, Matthew 
focuses on how Joseph came to terms with this 
miraculous event. Can you name a time when you 
had to discern how God is working in your life? 


